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Principal’s
Message

Dear ISWK family members,

‘‘Education is a shared commitment between 
dedicated teachers, motivated students and 
enthusiastic parents with high expectations‘‘ 
We are grappled with the Covid19- pandemic 
that had affected normal life of every individual 
across the globe. Our school is no exception; 
however, this pandemic is a quintessential 
adaptive and transformative challenge and we 
have been reacting constantly to the evolving 
situation optimally.
I am proud that our staff and students had risen 
to the challenges and adapted to the situation 
very well, with ceaseless support from the 
parent community to keep up the spirit. Each 
day I am amazed by the little things our student 
community does for one another. I sincerely thank 
and appreciate all our teachers and parents in a 
very special way for their commitment, sacrifice 
and a high sense of responsibility towards 
conducting the online classes more efficiently 
by swiftly overcoming technical difficulties and 
various other challenges.

Our distinctive academic programmes and 
innovative teaching methods at ISWK to 
empower our students to become critical 
thinkers, creative problem-solvers and inspired 
learners prepared to thrive in the twenty-first 
century with required future skills.
We look forward to the everlasting support from 
our School Management, Parents, Staff and 
students of ISWK, to reach greater heights in 
the years to come.

With warm regards and best wishes.

Mr . D .N. Rao
Principal
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Vice Principal’s
Message

The first step into school is that giant step 
forward, where children embark on the great 
adventure of discovering the wide world outside 
and the depth of the world within.   We realize 
our responsibility of nurturing their curiosity, 
igniting their minds to pierce the skies, helping 
them to discover the world of books and richness 
of experience to master the magic of technology 
and the limitless span of cyber space.
We, at ISWK, believe that education is a process 
of awakening individual potential to creative 
knowledge, but more importantly enlightening 
students with the wisdom that they must “never 
put a price tag on their heart and soul”.
We believe that individuals are the atoms that 
hold tremendous power within to serve as 
agents of change and thus are confident that our 
students, enriched with a sense of high morality 
and social responsibility will be makers of a 
fruitful society. 

I take this opportunity to wish ISWK WADIWAVES 
TEAM all the best to publish the new edition of 
WADIWAVES.

Mr. Jayaprakash K Pillai

Vice Principal (Senior School)
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In all that we plan for and do here at ISWK, lies 
the thought of what we’ve pledged: to mould the 
students under our care into the kind of leaders 
that this country and the world needs — leaders 
who will not measure success merely by the 
hierarchical steps they climb on the social and the 
corporate ladder, but by the value addition they 
bring about in their peers and the organisations 
that they will be a part of. We believe in making 
global citizens and leaders who will measure 
success by the amount of happiness they bring 
into the lives of others.

We’ve realised that parents at home and 
teachers here at school must forge a partnership 
in the education of the children under our care. 
Together we must create a generation of world 
citizens who will be well prepared to handle the 
ever-increasing challenges of sustaining our 
world; together we must bring up our children so 
that they are ready to take charge of this Earth.

Keeping this in mind, we aim to inculcate values 
through a myriad of engaging activities, special 
assemblies, inter-house , inter-school activities, 
etc. Needless to say, due to the ongoing 
pandemic, we have not compromised with the 
quality of education imparted by us - everything 
is going on the way it used to be ; it’s only online. 

Mrs. Roshni Mazumdar 
HoD - Department of English

From the
Editor’s Desk
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This simple, yet elegant quote, encapsulates the 
aim and objective of ISWK which is ‘educating 
the heart’. Evolving from a carefree, exuberant 
kindergartener into a more mature individual 
handling competing responsibilities, ISWK 
has truly played a crucial role in shaping my 
personality.

Being a part of the ISWK for the past 14 years, I 
have witnessed our school providing the student 
community with a host of opportunities to 
tap into their real potential. Despite facing a 
few rough patches due to the pandemic, ISWK 
stayed true to its objective of always striving 
to move forward. With a team of very proficient 
and competent staff, ISWK seeks to nurture 
budding students by promoting their overall 
development in a conducive environment. By 
guiding the students in the right direction, ISWK 
brings about a significant change—a positive, 
qualitative difference in all aspects such as 
academics, athletics or other extra-curricular 
activities. ISWK ensures that our yearning for 

Abhijit Prasad Nair
Head Boy ISWK 2020-2021

Head Boy’s 
Message

“Educating the mind without        
educating the heart is no 
education at all”  
                                    -  Aristotle

knowledge always stays alive. Before I sign off, 
I would like to urge each and every student of 
ISWK to make good use of all the opportunities 
available at our venerable institution to ensure 
that the school flag continues to flutter high in 
the sky.
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As my time at ISWK draws to a close, the memories 
flash through my mind in abundance and it seems 
surreal now. Fourteen years have passed within 
the  blink of an eye. My journey from being a noisy 
toddler to the Head Girl of the school is full of 
inspiring moments which motivate me to dream big. 
And for this, I owe tremendous love and gratitude to 
my beloved school and my teachers. Thank you to 
everyone for believing in me! I am aware that I have 
yet to travel a long way ahead of me, but I am certain 
that I will do everything possible to make my alma 
mater feel proud.

The mission of ISWK  has always been to nurture 
students and prepare them to achieve their 
maximum potential in a competitive world. Year 
2020 was an unprecedented year in terms of the 
dreadful pandemic and the damage it caused world-
wide. At ISWK,however, the faculty ensured that our 
education went on uninterrupted. We were provided 
ample opportunity to pursue our cherished goals. We 
enjoyed the continued support and encouragement 
from the school management , principal Rao and his 

Kashish Panwala
Head Girl ISWK 2020-2021

Head Girl’s 
Message

“Don’t cry because it’s over. 
Smile because it happened.”         
                                  – Dr. Seuss

entire team of teachers. Even in these trying times, 
we have been fortunate to identify and optimize our 
talents and our individual gifts .

In conclusion, I›d say that bidding farewell makes 
one realize not only the good times one had but also 
is marred with a sense of loss especially of that 
which was taken for granted. My parting thoughts 
to my juniors and the current benefactors of this 
institution are that they should cherish their time 
at school and fulfil their purpose here. It is essential 
that they believe in themselves as this can imbue 
them with qualities necessary to succeed in life .
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A.B.L.E
ADVICE.BELIEF.LEARN. ELEVATE

Mrs. Rashmi Patankar

When ‘I’ is replaced by ‘WE’…even Illness 
becomes Wellness

These famous words by Malcom X couldn’t have 
been more apt in the world we are living in today. 
WE have together braved through the pandemic 
and slowly inching towards the end of the tunnel. 
In such unprecedented times, it is all the more 
important to take care of your mental and 
physical wellbeing.

Set time aside to breathe, know it is OK to ask 
for help, set daily routines that include being 
creative.  Stay informed through reliable sources, 
and remember you are NOT ALONE! 

1st April 2020 kick started the new session with 
the Counselling & Special Education Department 
not providing ‘Chicken Soup for Souls’ but on the 
contrary ‘A.B.L.E for Souls’.

The team took shape under the able guidance of our 
newly appointed Department-In-Charge Ms. Rashmi 
Patankar. Orientations, Motivational videos along 
with workshops, and Counselling sessions were 
organized for teachers, parents and students which 
was only the tip of the iceberg. 

Excitement rose to its highest level when the 
team was ready to embark on a new journey. Our 
team needed to be recognized. ‘The Team’ needed 
an identity. Logo making competition was held on 
23rd July 2020. Students of ISWK & ISWKI gave 
their best. With the help of our Principal Mr.  D.N.Rao 
and a combination of student logos submitted, our 
identity as a team emerged. We are now known as 
‘Team A.B.L.E’.

With the pandemic creating chaos and bringing 
a halt to hybrid learning, virtual learning took over 
the reins. Regular (SEL) Social Emotional Learning/ 
Counseling classes were up and running for classes 
Kg-2 to grade XII, both at ISWK & from Grade 1 to 
10 at ISWKI. These classes provide a foundation for 
safe, positive and a holistic learning experience.
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The Happiness Curriculum, an initiative by BOD 
Indian Schools, Oman came into effect from 17th 
January for grades VI-VIII. With the help of trained 
counsellors, ISWK students had the opportunity to 
discuss values and their happiness they shared with 
their family in a safe environment.

Mental health is crucial at every stage of life—from 
childhood and adolescence through adulthood.  The 
A.B.L.E team took up yet another task.

MENTAL HEALTH WEEK was celebrated from the 
11th -15th October,2020, which included a number 
of activities like Poster Making, Group Discussion (9 
– 12) and quiz (9-12). Students, teachers and SMC 
members participated with zeal and enthusiasm. 
E-certificates were awarded to all the participants.

Under the aegis of the Board of Directors, Indian School 
Al Maabela had organized “INDIAN SCHOOL TALENT 
FEST 2020”. Our SEN students eagerly participated 
in this Fest and were happy to demonstrate their 
skills. Our enthusiastic participants worked on 
‘Pencil Graphite Sketch’, dance, music, art, craft and 
3D sculpture.

‘We don’t want to win but just take part. More 
important it is keeping us busy during this pandemic’. 
These words of Md. Abbas tell us a different story, 
that of self-confidence and deep understanding of 
the ‘spirit of competition’.           

ABLE
Department-ISWK & ISWKI
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International
Yoga Day

The International Day of Yoga has been celebrated 
annually on 21 June since 2015, Yoga is a physical, 
mental and spiritual practice which originated in 
India.

Yoga is the Indian traditional gift and secret of 
“wellness”. To mark this day I.S.W.K. celebrated its 
virtual IYD consecutive fifth time on 27th June 2020.

Strive:Excel:Inspirewww.iswkoman.com 9

ISWK  2020  2021



Iswk Talent 
Hunt
ISWK talent hunt 2020 was conducted from July 
9 to July 16, 2020 to encourage our students 
to showcase their talent and improve their skill. 

Each department had organized different activities.

Department of Science conducted activities like 
Science Crosswords, spelling bee, puzzles, Science 
Debates, etc. in which the students actively 
participated by showcasing the talents of our young 
minds. Classes 6 and 7 students  rocked the show 
in the puzzle round with the parents using an online 
app.  Department of French also organized a number 
of competitions, MCQs, Word power, French Quiz, 
French Extempore, Francomania. Department of 
Hindi conducted activities like Debate and Elocution.

Department of English conducted various activities 
like Readathon gave the students of Grade 6 an 
opportunity to read aloud and narrate their favorite 
stories along with a family member, dressed up 
and using whatever props they could. Spellbound 

literally and figuratively left the finalists from 
grade 7 spellbound! We tested their mettle and 
their proficiency in spellings from English, words 
borrowed from foreign languages and also idioms in 
English. Colossal Combat was a debate competition 
organized for the students of grade 8 who expressed 
their views on the topic ‘COVID 19 have paved the 
way for self-reliance’. Speak Art was an English 
Elocution competition which included prose and 
poems and had participants from grade 9 & 10 
participating in it. Youth Forum was a high -tech 
online debate competition with presentations from 
students of grade 11 &12. Not only did they use the 
traditional debating strategies to put forth their 
views, but also used impressive and captivating 
presentations. 

The events were adjudicated by an esteemed panel 
of experienced and perceptive judges from Oman 
and India. Prizes and certificates were given to the 
students.
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MUSCAT SCIENCE CONTEST 2020-21, Held on 19th December 2020, 
out of 300 students 2 students from ISWK were selected.
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ISTF

Art
ISTF - 2020-21 has been a great opportunity for the 
students to take part and showcase their talent. 
The students from the ISWK-Senior (Class 6 to 10) 
enthusiastically participated in all the art events 
conducted by the organizers. The best among the 
events were screened on a virtual platform. The 
participants had the opportunity to see, learn and 
appreciate the best works of art done by the other 
Indian Schools› student participants as well.

English skit
Students from Classes 6 to 9 enthusiastically 
participated in the ISTF English skit. A total of 13 
teams sent their videos for the finals. The themes for 
the skits ranged from Importance of Educating Girls’ 
to ‘Persistence’’ to what needs to be appreciated in 
the midst of the COVID 19 pandemic. From dressing 
up in costumes, practising dialogues and having 
endless google meets to finalizing their skits, all the 
teams put up great, inspiring performances.

Hindustani Music
Three solo events in ISTF -- Light Vocal Solo Jr., Light 
Vocal Solo Sr.  --   and Carnatic Vocal solo Sr.

There were 4 entries in Light Vocal Solo Senior, and 
the performance of three singers from that event 
got telecast: They were (i) Sreedevi Babu - XIi, (ii) 
Sanjeev Sudarsanam - XII, and  (iii) Ananya Prasad 
- IX.

Flyer Making
A flyer making competition was conducted by Indian 
School Al Maabela as a part

of Indian School Talent Fest (ISTF) 2020. It was 
conducted under two categories,

Junior(Classes 5 to 8) and Senior(Classes 9 to 
12). The theme of the competition was Covid-19 
and Safety measures. 7 participants from the 
junior category and 22 participants from the senior 
category participated in the competition. Each 
participant was allowed to submit the best two 
flyers.

Indian School Talent Fest (ISTF) 
2020 – Academic Symposium
Altogether 51 entries were submitted from Indian 
School Al Wadi Al Kabir School Wadi Kabir in various 
activities. 57 students, divided into 19 teams (each 
team comprising 3 students) participated in an 
Online Academic Symposium. Students did research 
work in

• Integrated Curriculum
• Teaching life skills
• Artificial intelligence in schools
• STEAM education
• Inclusive Education in developing countries
• Education for all.
• Career oriented preparation in education
• Modern strategies of memory training
• Technology integration in teaching learning process
• Z and Alpha Generation learning style.
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They presented their work in video format under 
teachers’ supervision. Clear explanation of the 
topic supported with documents such as images, 
videos, reference links and articles reflected a clear 
understanding of the topic by the students. Students 
took active advice of   the teachers for betterment of 
their work. After meticulous effort by the students 
and review by the teachers’, students’ works were 
submitted to ISTF Team. The grand finale of the epic 
Fest ISTF 2020 was aired on 22nd January, 23 rd 
January, 29 th January and 30 th January 2021 on 
the virtual platform YouTube. Outstanding works of 
ISWK students were broadcast by the host school 
in the grand finale on all the four days, which was a 
proud moment for ISWK and  its students. 

ISTF Seniors Bharatnatyam 
Aiswarya Harshkumar  A+
Varsha Sadashivan   A+
Gopika Baburaj   A+

Juniors Bharatnatyam
Githanjali Iyer   A+

Contemperory Junior
Defina Dabson  A+

Indian school SUR organized ISFF 
2020 competition.
Two teams registered for ISFF  from ISWK in the 
month of November 2020.

Team A comprised of 14 members – short film 
name: ‘Incognito’ 

After the registration, students were given training 
sessions on various aspect of short film making 
by the host school (Indian School SUR). Eminent 
personality conducted online interactive sessions 
on different areas of short film making like editing, 
idea to script, film making technology etc for the 
participants starting from 30th November 2020 to 
26th December 2020.

Almost 8 to 9 interactive sessions training was held 
for all the participant from different schools. During 
this duration participants were supposed to plan 
and make the short film and submit it by Jan10th 
2021.

Name of the short film submitted by Team A- 
INCOGNITO 

Name of the short film submitted by Team B- 
REALISATION

17 schools participated 

39 short films were there for competition.

Live Streaming of all 39 short films was done on 3rd 
,4th,5th of February 2021.

Valedictory Function was scheduled on 6th Feb 
2021.
Mr .R. Shyamaprasad, a renowned Film Director and 
Actor, was the chief guest. Master .Rohan Tom Saji, 
Master Savio Shibu & Ms. Bency John Thomas were 
nominated for the Best screenplay for their short 
film INCOGNITO The same short film (INCOGNITO) 
was one among the four short films nominated for 
THE BEST SHORT FILM category. BTA WINNERS – A 

Team B of 10 members – short film name : 
‘Real isation’ 

Below listed,  the names of the students in various 
teams.
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BTA WINNERS
A FEATHER IN THE CAP 
FOR ISWK
The prestigious ‘Navin Asher-Kazi Awards for Excel-
lence in Teaching’ instituted by the Board of Direc-
tors of Indian Schools in Oman, were conferred on 
23 teachers at a function organized on January 25, 
2021 at Indian School Al Ghubra.

Dr. Abdullah Khamis al Ambusaidi, Undersecretary 
for Education, Ministry of Education was the Chief 
Guest. Munu Mahawar, Ambassador of India to the 
Sultanate of Oman was the Guest of Honor and Dr. 
Ali al Shukaili, Director General of Private Schools, 
Ministry of Education was the special guest.

Ms. Andria Zafirakou, Global Teacher Prize Winner 
2018, delivered the keynote address virtually from 
Alperton Community School in Northwest London.

Other luminaries who graced the occasion were Mr. 
Al Azhar Saud Al Salmi (Asst.Director, International 
School’ Office, Ministry of Education), Dr. Baby 
Sam Saamuel (Chairman, Board of Directors, Indian 
Schools in Oman), Shri.Kiran Asher and family, Shri.
Harshendu Shah, Shri.Alkesh Joshi, other dignitaries 
of Indian diaspora, officials from Ministry of Education 
and the Members of the Board of Directors and the 
award nominees of Indian Schools.

It was a proud moment for ISWK as four of our teachers 
got the honor of receiving this esteemed award for 
the year 2019-20. After the initial screening of the 
proposals submitted by our exuberant teachers, 
and the subsequent interactive session with them, 
the following teachers from our institution were 
proclaimed as winners in the categories mentioned 
below.

Navin Asher Kazi Awards for Excellence in Teaching: 
Kindergarten – Mrs. Varsha Jaisimha

Navin Asher Kazi Awards for Innovation in Teaching:
Primary School Category - Mrs. Ambika Padmanabha

Navin Asher Kazi Awards for Innovation in Teaching:
Co-Scholastic Category - Mrs. Asha Mohan 

Navin Asher Kazi Awards for – Certificate of 
Recognition: Physical Education – Mr. Shifas Bawa

Navin Asher Kazi Awards for secondary and senior 
secondary category: Mr. Sanjeet Kumar Das
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“Vision of Infinity”, 5th Season, 
Inter-School Mathematics Quiz

Commemorating the birth anniversary of ‘The Man Who Knew Eternity’, Dr. Srinivas Ramanujan, the 
mathematical genius of India, Indian School Al Wadi Al Kabir hosted the Real Time – Virtual, “Vision of Infinity”, 
Season – 5, Inter-School Mathematics Quiz on 23rd Jan 2021. “Vision of Infinity’, is a quiz programme 
held every year to celebrate the birth anniversary of Dr. Ramanujan which falls on December 22nd and to 
pay tribute to him.  Mr. Ganesh Thangavel, Chief Financial Officer, Bank Muscat was the Chief Guest. Mrs. 
Soumya Nair, IFS, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs was the Guest of Honour who joined from 
London, UK.

Participants from 11 Indian Schools in Oman - AL 
BURAIMI, NIZWA, MULADHA, MUSCAT, SEEB, SOHAR, 
DARSAIT, Al GHUBRA INTERNATIONAL, SALALAH, SUR, 
AL GHUBRA, the host school ISWK were seen vying 
with one another contesting for the coveted trophy. 

Each team comprising of two participants contested 
through five challenging rounds to gain an edge 
over their keen competitors. The cleverly conceived 
rounds aptly tested the mathematical acumen of the 
contestants. The ‘Movie Quiz Round’ was based on 
video clips from famous Western as well as Indian 
movies. 

‘Best principal award received by Mr.D.N.Rao

Strive:Excel:Inspirewww.iswkoman.com 19

ISWK  2020  2021



It took an acute observation on part of the quizzers to answer the brain teasing questions. The buzzer 
round tested the quick reflexes as well as the mental prowess of the quizzers when they had to respond 
within split seconds ahead of their adversaries. The crucial rapid-fire round required the highest number of 
correct responses by a contestant in one minute to decide the fate of his/her team. Apart from continual 
brainstorming, the contesting teams had to decipher Crossword Puzzle (Mathematical Terminology) in 
record time.
It was a keenly contested competition which kept the participating teams at their logical best, exercising 
their thinking and reasoning powers. Using strategy, presence of mind as well as common sense the 
contestants strained to edge past their rivals. In a few collaborative rounds, a team was permitted to take 
help from the adjacent team, but a wrong answer could result in a loss of marks for both the teams.
There were questions meant for the audience comprising of Mathematics enthusiasts from the host school 
as well as teachers of the department of Mathematics from the participating schools.
Indian School Wadi Kabir emerged as champions while Indian School Salalah was declared as the runners up.

Indian School Al Wadi Al Kabir (ISWK) along with the Primary and Senior wings of ISWK celebrated the 72nd 
Republic Day of India with great patriotic fervour. The Chief Guest of the online function was Mr. Harshendu 
Shah- Member, Board of Directors, Indian Schools in Oman. He is a Chartered Accountant and Managing 
Partner of H.C. Shah, Muscat as well as the Director of Business Tools & Solutions LLC., Muscat. Also, 
participating in the celebrations were the distinguished persons connected with ISWK institutions - Mr. 
Alkesh Joshi and Mrs. Gargi Chugh, Hon. Presidents of SMCs of ISWK & ISWKi (International Curriculum) 
respectively; esteemed committee members; special invitees; Principals, Vice Principals, Heads of various 
departments, Coordinators, parents, teachers, students and Indian expatriates in Oman.

The Chief Guest in his address to the public lauded the efforts of both the Omani as well as Indian 
governments to combat the Covid19- pandemic since its outbreak. The timely action taken by the health 
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authorities had helped to drastically minimize the 
devastating effects of the pandemic. He highlighted 
the cardinal role of India as being the ‘Pharmacy of 
the world’ to provide the much-needed vaccine to 
several other countries of the world in dire need. He 
also praised the high standard of education being 
imparted by the Indian schools in Oman by virtue 
of the tireless effort of the teaching community 
over the years. ISWK institutions including ISWK 
(International Curriculum) maintained highest 
international standards of education within an 
affordable fee structure. 

The program began with live streaming of the 
Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi followed by 
a brief history of the Republic Day by the student 
comperes. Virtual tri-colour balloons were released 
as a symbol of jubilation and memorable moments 
reminisced from the yesteryears’ Republic Day 
celebrations in ISWK in the form of a short video. The 
cultural program began with KG children’s song and 
dance number ‘Mera Desh Mera Watan’. Winsome 
tiny tots dressed in spotless white wearing tricolour 
sachets delved on the significance and purpose of 
celebrating the Republic Day. A touching poem was 
recited on the sacrifices of India’s armed forces as 
they guard our borders and toil to defeat the evil 
intentions of the enemy. The children dressed as 
India›s common folk in native costumes or donning 
soldiers’ uniforms performed to the medley of 
patriotic songs extolling the contribution of people 

from every walk of life. It effectively conveyed that 
farmers, sportspersons, soldiers and others alike by 
their collective zeal have kept the nation thriving 
and progressing from strength to strength. Next, A 
Patriotic song ’Aao Hum Sab Haath Milaye’ by the 
senior wing choir sounded the clarion call for every 
citizen of India to come together in perfect harmony 
to strive for the glory of the motherland in a new 
era. In a fusion style number, ISWK (International 
Curriculum) students skilfully blended lilting melody 
with modern rap in ‘Vande Matram Fusion’ offering 
salutations to the nation. ‘Tiranga- Aan, Baan aur 
Shaan’ by the Primary wing ISWK was an elaborate 
tribute to the National Flag by recalling its glorious 
past followed by a soulful singing of ‘Lehrao Tiranga 
Pyara’- (Fly the Tricolour high) by the student choir. 
In sync was the troupe performing captivating dance 
movements and some iconic yogic postures in the 
foreground. The final item ‘Mera Desh Rangila – an 
impressively choreographed medley of patriotic 
songs was performed by the senior wing students 
of ISWK. 

It brought the morning celebrations to a consummate 
end. 

The viewers remained glued to their screens steeped 
in love and patriotism during the hour-long function.
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ISWK Gavel 
Clubs
The Gavel clubs at ISWK started in 2014 chartering 
two clubs in the first year. Over the years, these clubs 
have grown and flourished. We have six gavel clubs 
with 160 students, in 2020, training and benefiting 
from the Toastmaster International’s systematic 
programmes. The aim of the Gavel club is to produce 
better communicators and leaders through public 
speaking and leadership programmes. These clubs 
are facilitated by a team of ISWK Toastmasters 
since 2016. 

Teachers of the English Department along with few 
teachers of other departments are continuously 
training the students to develop their public 
speaking skill. 

COVID 19- pandemic has disrupted the normal 
lifestyle of people across the globe and the virtual 
world has come to the rescue. Amongst many 
institutions’, schools have also shifted their base 
to virtual platforms to conduct classes online. We 
decided to start the gavel club sessions in the 
virtual platform on trial basis.

Last year, the ISWK Gavel club created history by 
winning the title of ‘The Best Speaker’ in Oman 
Gavel club Championship of Public Speaking. We 
had also won the ‘Best Table Topic speaker’.

FIT INDIA FREEDOM RUN
ORGANIZED BY : INDIAN SCHOOL AL WADI AL KABIR
FROM: 17 to 30 SEPTEMBER 2020
Running is the greatest metaphor 
for life, because out of it, you get 
what you put into it!

To commemorate the National Sports Day, a 
Virtual Run 4 Unity event was organized by 
INDIAN SCHOOL AL WADI AL KABIR to encourage 
fitness and help all citizens to get freedom from 
obesity, laziness, stress, anxiety & diseases .
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Students, teachers and parents ! Everyone  enthusiastically participated. The event comprised of individual 
virtual run  the distance of min 2 kms which was required to achieve  the  target of making India/Indian’s  
fit and healthy.

This unique event  urged all to put on their running shoes and run for unity.

The event was flagged off, on 17th September and concluded on 30th September 2020. Contenders ran and 
covered the total distance of 2464 km.  

The event was virtual but the running was real !!!!
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INVESTITURE CEREMONY 
2020 - 2021

Virtual Investiture ceremony of the student council and prefects (2020- 2021) was held on 28th October 
2020. Capt. Nilesh L. Khokle was the Honourable chief guest. The student council was led by Mas. Abhijit 
Nair as head boy and Ms. Kashish panwala as head girl. On behalf of school, Parents were honoured to invest 
the badges to the members of head council, house office bearers and Prefects. The oath was administered 
by the chief guest Mr. Nilesh L. Khokle.

ISWK Holds Model UN Assembly
- A report by Rakesh Sharma

Indian School Wadi Al Kabir called a Model UN Assembly for the 
sixth consecutive year, on October 25  &  24 to mark the 75th 
United Nations Day. His Excellency Munu Mahawar, Indian 
Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman was the Chief Guest. Also 
present on the occasion were Sh. Anil Khimji, a patron of the 
school; Sh. Kiran Asher, Member of the Educational Cell of the 
Hindu Mahajan Association; Mr. Alkesh Joshi, Hon. President of 
S.M.C. along with its esteemed members; Principal D. N. Rao as 
well as other dignitaries and special invitees.
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Inaugurating the event, H.E. Munu Mahawar lauded 
the role of such Model Assemblies in preparing the 
future leaders and statespersons. He said that this 
was the training ground which would enable them 
to significantly contribute towards realizing UN’s 
objectives of preserving world peace, alleviate 
poverty, and minimize international conflicts. He 
emphasized that this was all the more important 
now as India becomes a member of the Security 
Council in the near future. 

Wadi Kabir United Nations Model assembly is an 
ongoing initiative by the Department of Social 
Science, meant to provide information to the 
students about the working of the UN as well as 
provide to them a common platform for expressing 
their views as representatives of member nations 
of UN.  Student-delegates from fourteen Indian 
Schools including the host school participated 
in the competition to speak on - The promotion 
of sustainable tourism in the 21st century «From 
arguments to consensus». Five student delegates 
from every participating school represented a UN 
member state each, to voice their views on the 
relevant goals which that member state espoused 
toward promoting sustainable tourism in the present 
century.

Mr. Anuj Swarup, (Second Secretary –Pol., End., & 
Info. Embassy of India), was the Guest of Honour 
on the 2nd day. While addressing the student 
delegates he expressed his appreciation for a 
forum like WKMUN. He said that such fora were 
helpful in bringing together the best young minds to 
collaborate and look to a bright future for coming 
generations. He also felt that students learnt how 
to work together as delegates of the UN member 
nations to fight global challenges such as the 
ongoing pandemic and those that human kind was 
likely to face in the near future.

 ISWK International clinched the first two positions 
in the Diplomacy Awards category: Ms. Nandini 
Alkesh Joshi secured the First position while Mst. 
Gaveesh Kapoor shared the Second position with 
Ms. Lavanya Rajan of Indian School Darsait. Vaishant 
Bafna of ISWK International came Third. Ms. Sadhana 
Padmanabhan of ISWK received the Best Research 
Paper award.
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ISWK Holds 
‘ACUITY- 2020’ 
Inter School Web App 
Interface Development 
Competition
With a view to promote students’ software 
development skills and validate their learning 
in Information and Communication Technology, 
Indian School Wadi Kabir organized ‘ACUITY2020-’ 
- an Interschool Web -App Interface Development 
Competition in an online platform on 10th November 
2020. The event presented a unique opportunity 
for students to design a website on their own on 
the topic of WEB - APP INTERFACE DEVELOPMENT. 
The Chief Guest for the event Mr. Alkesh Joshi, 
Honorary President of the ISWK School Management 
Committee & partner with Ernst & Young, click-
started the event. Principal Mr D.N.Rao wished best 
of luck to all the participants.

Mr. Hamed Saif Hamed Al Hinai an IT engineer from 
Worley. Mr. Mohammed Siddique- Director of Studies, 
Faculty of Information Technology at Majan University 
College. Dr. Prosenjit Gupta founder of eLahe 
Technologies, Kolkata offering software training and 
consultancy services adjudicated the competition. A 
total of nine teams from Indian schools at Al Ghubra, 
Al Seeb, Sohar, Maabela, Muscat, Darsait, Salalah, 
Ibri as well as the host school participated in the 
Web Development Competition. The contestants 
displayed their coding skills and tested their mettle. 
The judges quizzed them on their logical reasoning 
and computing skills to assess their knowledge in 
the field of IT. 

The team comprising of students of standard 11 
and 12, Garvit Singh, Varun Bhatt and Ojas Golyan 
from IS Sohar came at the First runners-up position. 
Nandkrishna Giri, Kevin Mathew Jacob and Raj Anil 
Kumar Ravat of IS Darsait emerged champions in 
this closely fought competition.  
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PANGEA – THE GLOBAL VILLAGE
(An event with many Collaborative Events 

on 29TH AND 30TH JANUARY, 2021) 

With the theme ‘Compassion and Collaboration’, it endeavoured to bring Educators, Students and People 
from across the world closer together

It was organised by Elpro International School, Pune in collaboration with SkillSphere Education and Wapping 
High School, UK

A combination of talks, lecture series and events, it witnessed participation from Students and educators 
belonging to 8 different countries from across the world

It was a wonderful learning extravaganza!
Names of Students who Participated in Synthesis – Group Discussion – (It was not a Competition, therefore, 
there are no Prize Winners) 

1. JOICE ANDREA JOVIN (Class IX-C)  

2. ASIN FATHIMA (Class IX-I) 

Names of Students who Participated in Symbiosis – Case Studies

1. ILFA SALEEM (Class IX-J) – (FIRST POSITION) 

2. AANYAA NAGABHOOSHAN (Class IX-A)

Name of Student who Participated in El Autor – Collaborative Story Writing 

1. ISHAAN MAHADEVAN (Class VII-F) – (SECOND POSITION)

Names of Students who Participated in Kalakaari – The Art Exhibit 

1. SWARA SHINGARE (Class VII-B)  

2. NIDHI NIHARA SABISH (Class VII-K)

3. AYISHA MEHRIN M (Class VI-H) – (SECOND POSITION) 

Names of Students who Participated in Global Jigyasa – The World Quiz 

1. LAEL ALVA (Class X-I) – (SECOND POSITION)

2. ABHAY RAAJ MISHRA (Class X-C) 

Names of Students who Participated in El Canto – Collaborative Singing

1. Faizah Maryam (Class IX-I – Western Music) (SECOND POSITION)

2. Fathima Valiyapurayil (Class VII-C – Hindustani Music) (FIRST POSITION) 

Fathima Valiyapurayil VII-C
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Founders’ Day
 ISWK & ISWKi FOUNDERS’ DAY 

The Indian School Al Wadi Al Kabir (ISWK) along with Indian School Wadi Kabir International (ISWKi), owesits 
existence to its ‘Chief Patron’- Sheikh Kanaksi Khimji, whose vision was, ‘Education for all irrespective of 
caste, creed, religion or class.’

This vision is successfully being executed till date by a group of dedicated, visionary and like-minded people 
like Shri Anil Khimji, Shri Kiran Asher, Shri Rajendra Ved and Shri Harshendu Shah (esteemed members of the 
Education Cell), and the distinguished SMC Members of both schools under the dynamic leadership of its 
Hon. Presidents, Mr. Alkesh Joshi and Mrs. Gargi Chugh.

5th December 2020 was different!

COVID19- threw the world into panic and chaos, 
schools closed, almost globally, from mid-March and 
many schools continue to remain closed, placing the 
safety of their children, above everything else. 

ISWK is no different. 

However, this situation did not stop the enterprising 
students and staff of ISWK. They shifted from the 
physical school to Virtual school like professional 
jugglers, giving us glimpses of extra-ordinary talent.

Founders’ Day is traditionally a very important day 
in the school calendar when members of the school 
community meet to commemorate those who 
founded the school and who continue to add value 
to its all-round holistic development. This is a very 
important day for our staff and students as well, as 
we honour our Students (toppers of the Class X & XII 
Board Examinations), as well as Staff for their long 
association with the School (20/15/20/25/30 years 
of service), and any other Special Achievements.

Let’s sit back and enjoy an exciting evening of fun, 
dance and rhythm, as our talented young students 
take to the virtual center-stage, to commemorate 
this very special day. 

Indian School Al Wadi Al Kabir (ISWK) was honoured 
to have the online presence of, Dr. Biswajit Saha, 
Director (Training & Skill Education), CBSE, New 
Delhi, as Chief Guest for the evening. We were 
also pleased to welcome, Sheikh Kanaksi Khimji, 
distinguished members of the Education Cell, 
Members of the School Management Committee, 
Members of the Banyan Merchant Community, 
Principals of Indian Schools in Muscat, special 

   .stneduts dna stneraP raed yrev ruo dna seetivni

The function commenced with the 
virtual lighting of the ceremonial 
lamp and an invocation prayer to 

the almighty.

The ‘visual air’ filled with celebrations and 
excitement as the students of Kindergarten and 
Primary entertained us with their lively dance and 
music, ending with a social message of taking 
care of Mother Earth. The bright lights, colourful 
costumes, nimble footwork and ‘million-dollar 
smiles’ of our little star-students, transported us 
into a world of hope for a better tomorrow. Likewise, 
the senior wings of both ISWK and ISWKi were 
equally scintillating in their dance performances, 
sending out a very clear message to mankind, to 
continue to maintain courage (Hausla) in the face 
of all adversities. The magical performance by our 

senior classical dancers was a ‘visual treat’. One 
must not forget the soulful voices of our Hindustani 
Choir as well as the Western Choir’s ‘All for One and 
One for All’, a medley of musical extravaganza. The 
exciting evening was far from over.

The Best Days of Our 
Lives Medley by the tiny 

tots of Kindergarten
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Choir as well as the Western Choir’s ‘All for One and 
One for All’, a medley of musical extravaganza. The 
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The Principal in his Annual Report gave a 
comprehensive list of Scholastic and Co-scholastic 
activities that was carried out for Academic Year 
21-2020. He explained that despite the difficulties 
caused by the Pandemic situation, the staff and 
students of ISWK continued with their academic 
and co-scholastic activities, uninterrupted. Except 
for the Annual Sports, all other activities, inter-
house, inter-school have all been conducted, or will 
be completed by January 2021. The excellent Board 
Results of Class X & XII were also displayed and the 
toppers commended for their excellent performance. 

He informed the Parents body the good news that 
the Afternoon session will be discontinued in the 
new academic year of 22-2021, as the Kindergarten 
building has been refurbished to accommodate 
our afternoon batch. He also briefly touched upon 
the developments in infrastructure planned for the 
coming academic session. 

The highlight of the evening was the Chief 
Guest, Dr. Biswajit Saha’s message to the 
Parents, Students, and Administration. 

He began with referring to a quote from the 
Upanishads, ‘As a spider emits and draws in its thread, 
as plants arise on the earth, as the hairs from the 
head and body of a living person, so from the Eternal 
arises everything here.’, on the theory of Creation, to 
complement all the visionaries who were behind the 
establishment of the organization. He admitted that 
amidst all challenges and protocol to be followed, 
all the teachers, non-teaching staff, parents and 
students have displayed a commendable spirit to 
cope with the situation. He stressed upon nurturing 
the imagination and creativity (aside the regular 
curriculum) among students from a young age, to 
inculcate in them an interest for entrepreneurship, 

from the very beginning. 
He also urged on self-
management in 
students by exploring 
things they learn with 
proper guidance from 
parents and teachers 
on basic know-how, 
which will make them self-
reliant by class VIII to face the 
Board exams in a stress-free manner, also reiterating 
on the ‘Happiness Curriculum’ that has been 
introduced’ by CBSE, and was happy to note, that 
we have introduced the same into our curriculum. 
He quoted ‘We look forward to the time when the 
power to love will replace the love of power. Then 
will our world know the blessing of peace. - William 
Gladstone’, as he closed his address.

The Hon. Presidents of both School Management 
Committees, ISWK & ISWKi, welcomed the Chief 
Guest, Dr. Biswajit Saha, Director (Training & Skill 
Education) CBSE, New Delhi for taking time out 
from his busy schedule to grace the occasion. They 
addressed the august gathering and applauded, 
the Staff, Students and Management for their joint 
efforts in contriving to continue uninterrupted and 
unhindered throughout the pandemic situation.
In her address to the audience, the Hon. President 
(ISWKi), Mrs. Gargi Chugh, mentioned on how 
quickly within a week of lockdown, the school had 
been able to start with emergency remote teaching 
solution on March 2020  ,22 through digitalization, 
thus seamlessly transitioning from offline to online. 
This year, the school offered 12 different subjects 
for IGCSE students to choose from, which is not 
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very common among IGCSE Schools to help them avail tertiary education anywhere around the world; also 
complying with the vision of ISWKi’s ‘Dynamic Education System to prepare students for life’. She also 
praised all the efforts from the family of the students for made a makeshift classroom setup within their 
homes, alongside handling their work in this ‘new normal’.

The Hon. President (ISWK), Mr. Alkesh Joshi congratulated the students for their excellent performance in 
Academics as well as the extra-curricular activities, despite the challenges being faced due to the pandemic. 
He thanked all the staff on taking over the ‘new normal’ mantle with calm and assuredness of a professional 
juggler switching over to the online platform like professionals. He assured a highly secure school premise, 
well equipped with proper sanitation tunnels across all 4 school buildings in the event of students returning 
to school in January, 2020. He informed about the expansion of the Counselling department known as ABLE 
for the school and in the process to introduce the ‘Happiness Curriculum’ as recommended by the Central 
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) which will help both staff and students to deal with depression arising 
from these difficult times. He threw light on a few upcoming projects which were in the pipeline, some of 
which include, ‘Joy of Giving’ to the less fortunate students (laptop, I-pad etc.), a more user-friendly new 
ERP with mobile application and further infrastructure developments. He reiterated the selfless efforts put 
forth by the teachers by recalling the astounding achievement of Mr. Ranjitsinh Disale at the Global front. 
He ended his speech by saying ‘Individually we can only achieve, but collectively we can deliver miracles.’

The vibrant and entertaining programme ended on a jubilant and happy mood. As explained by the Principal 
in his report, Founders’ Day Programme marks an end for almost all extra-curricular Activities, as from 
January 2021 onwards, we would be concentrating more on academics, i.e, Prelims, Assessments, the 
Final examinations for classes KG-IX & XI, culminating in the Board Examinations for Classes X & XII. The 
Principal and SMC members wished the students to give the best for the same. The Principal took the 
opportunity to thank the School Management Committee Members, Parents and all stakeholders, for their 
unending support.
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The Best Days of Our Lives Medley by the tiny 
tots of Kindergarten
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A New Horizon - From the Past to the Future
A Choral Dance and Song Spectacle by the Kids of Primary
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Unison Congregational Singing – From the Obscurity 
of COVID to Solace’  By Hindustani Music Choir, Senior 

School
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‘Hausla’ Dance Drama by the students of ISWK i 
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‘One for All and All for One’
By Western Music Choir, Senior 

School
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‘Aurora- A Spectacular Sunshine’ 
Dance by Senior School 
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Team of Comperes
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